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for a theory requiring billions of years to account
for the primary formation of a granite stratum,
by an impossible abrasion of vast mountain ranges;
or of granitic continents crumbled into detritus
to be slowly merged and stratified under the
ocean; or for the subsequent upheaval of a new
world of mountains of different kind of rock to be
worn down in the same way for the superposition
of the secondary formation; or for others of still
different qualities to be similarly worn down for
the thickness of the tertiary, and so on. It is a
gross absurdity, at war with the facts it pretends
to explain; at war with the laws of nature as they
now are known to act; and utterly preposterous
in setting forth bald assumptions as scientific prin-
ciples at par with those of astronomy, chemistry,
and other well-established sciences. On the sup-
position that the forces of nature in the early
history of the Mosaic cosmogony acted with far
greater energy than they now do, as indicated by
the vast number of extinct volcanoes, the period
of the first two thousand years was amply suffi-
cient to account for the strata and all the phe-
nomena found in them.

The reasonings upon which the aforesaid geo-
logical theories have been based, are founded
upon assumptions and not upon facts; hence
they lose all their accredited value as scientific
deductions; and the labor expended in bringing
the Mosaic record in conformity with them is not
only useless but mischievous and absurd.

The language of geologists naturally produces
the impression that geology is a demonstrative